[The value of long-term results for quality control].
Quality control is as important today as always. In orthopaedic surgery this largely means follow-up of patients. Long-term thinking and planning need long-term outcome studies, since orthopaedic therapy, especially an operation, has lifelong consequences. It is essential to know whether these are better or worse than the natural course of the disease. An operation is not always the best solution. Long-term and short-term continuous control are equally important; both have to be done despite of great practical difficulties. The assessment must become more patient-related than technique-related. Prospective studies cannot provide quick long-term answers; retrospective studies are needed, too. Political aspects complicate the issue. They are also addressed in this paper.